
FOCUS ON QATAR  - SUMMER, 2020

- PAGE 20 -

Hotel News - Grand Pacific Hotel



An icon in the South Pacific for over a century.
Stay with us when next in Suva, Fiji.

To book Tel: +679 3222 000 or Web: www.grandpacifichotel.com.fj
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Grand Pacific Hotel
An icon of the South Pacific for over a century.

Great hotels are a proud 
reflection of the communities 
that they operate within and 
nowhere is this truer than with 
Grand Pacific Hotel in Suva, Fiji.

Conceived in 1908 and opened 
in 1914 to cater for the trans 
Pacific passengers of the Union 
Steamship Company of New 
Zealand, Grand Pacific Hotel 
has played a pivotal and central 
role in the affairs of business 
and social gatherings not only 
within Fiji, but indeed the South 
Pacific for many decades, hosting 
a passing parade of guests that 
has included a veritable Who’s 
Who over the years (and we can 
suspect, a fair share of rogues 
and villains, mainly unrecognised 
by history!).

Certainly the visits of British 
royalty, well known and much 
publicised, have included two 
future Kings - Edward Prince 
of Wales (later Edward VIII) in 
1920 and Prince Albert Duke of 
York and his wife (later George 

VI and the Queen Mother) in 
1927, Queen Elizabeth (on three 
occasions), a King to be in Prince 
Charles, and more recently Prince 
Harry and the Duchess of Sussex.

GPH, as it is affectionately 
known far and wide, gave Sir 
Charles Kingsford Smith and his 
colleagues a hero’s welcome, a 
celebration dinner and a much 
needed rest in 1928 when they 
landed opposite the hotel in 
Albert Park on their record 
breaking and awe inspiring first 
flight across the Pacific from 
California to Australia.

Equally welcomed have been 
such notables as Dame Nellie 
Melba, Douglas Fairbanks, Edgar 
Rice Burroughs (a famed war 
correspondent, but also the 
creator of Tarzan), Burt Lancaster, 
Don Bradman, Noel Coward and 
Edmond Hillary to name but a few.

The hotel has featured in the 
writings of many well-known 
authors, including the works 

of Somerset Maugham, James 
Mitchener (“It was grand, and 
it certainly was pacific, and the 
barefoot Indians who served the 
meals had a grace that few hotels 
in the world could offer and none 
surpass”), Alister McLean and 
Gavin Young amongst numerous 
others, all who were drawn to 
the romance and intrigue of its 
colonial grandeur, Suva’s exotic 
South Seas settings and the broad 
cast of characters who added spice 
and colour that makes for such 
interesting story telling.

Over the years, the Grand Old 
Lady gradually assumed an air of 
faded glory and gentile decline.
 
Ravaged by time, weather, newer 
competition and a lack of funds, 
the doors were closed in 1992 for 
what was generally considered 
the last time. For over two 
decades the building languished, 
derelict and abandoned, with 
many suspecting that it would 
either fall down, burn down or be 
bulldozed, as is so often the fate 
of our historical buildings. 

Thankfully this was not the case 
and in 2014 the hotel arose 
like a phoenix from the ruins, a 
beautiful young princess once 
more, faithfully restored and 
National Trust listed, reopening 
to great enthusiasm and fanfare 
to assume her former role within 
Fiji and the Pacific once again.

Since reopening and with state 
of the art conference rooms, 
restaurants and additional 
accommodation capacity, GPH 
has welcomed a host of Pacific 
and world leaders (including 
Prime Ministers Modi of India 
and United Nations Secretary 
Guterres amongst many others), 
dignitaries, sporting heroes 

“It was grand, and it 

certainly	was	pacific,	

and the barefoot 

Indians who served 

the meals had a grace 

that few hotels in the 

world	could	offer	

and none surpass”

- James Mitchener

and notables who add to our 
fascinating history on a daily basis.

There is no doubt that the return 
of GPH has been the catalyst 
that has helped bring a new 
vitality and freshness to Suva, a 
fascinating and cosmopolitan city 
that really is a true reflection of 
the South Pacific.
 
Certainly GPH is being 
rediscovered by new generations 
of visitors who can now enjoy 
the magnificent blend of colonial 
architecture and history, an 
evocative South Pacific setting 
and great service (recognised by 
the receipt of the converted Trip 
Advisor Travellers’ Choice award 

for the last three consecutive 
years) all bound together with 
famed Fijian hospitality and 
friendliness.

As an interesting side note, GPH 
is the only hotel in the world 
that has not only been featured 
in two sets of postage stamps 
(in 1979 and again in 2014) but 
also on a national currency, 
proudly displayed in her 1914 
grandeur against the backdrop 
of Suva Harbour on the current 
Fiji $10 note. 

Grand Pacific Hotel, the pride of 
Suva, symbol of Fiji and icon of 
the South Pacific.




