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Opened in 1914 by the Union Steamship 

Company of New Zealand, Grand Pacific Hotel 

has been setting benchmark standards of 

service, comfort and first class facilities ever 

since, hosting a who’s who of royalty, world 

leaders, captains of industry and celebrities 

for more than a century. 

Totally rebuilt in 2014, the Grand Pacific 

Hotel reopened in May of that year, swiftly 

regaining its place as the ”grand old lady” of 

the Pacific, the only hotel in Suva to offer a five 

star experience, blending fascinating colonial 

architecture and history with trademark Fijian 

hospitality and friendliness. 

With water frontage and commanding 

views over Suva Harbour and its encircling 

mountain ranges, the hotel offers 113 

guestrooms and suites. A number of these are 

in the original heritage building which features 

wide verandahs, a neo-classical façade and an 

impressive arched entry portico that opens 

into the huge vaulted lobby with its interior 

gantry balcony and balustrades modelled on 

the first class lounges of passenger liners of 

the era. 

Guestrooms in the new wing are designed 

to optimise views of the harbour and all 

have balconies. The furnishings, fittings and 

amenities - with complimentary wifi - are all 

that’s expected of a five star hotel. Located 

directly opposite the recently redeveloped 

Albert Park and the Government Buildings, 

the hotel is only minutes from Suva’s retail 

and commercial areas and the adjacent 

botanical gardens and Fiji Museum. 

“As we enter our fourth year of operation 

since re-opening, the quality of our services 

and facilities have already been recognised 

and acknowledged,” explains general 

manager Peter Gee. 

“We are currently the Trip Advisor top 

rated hotel in Suva and in February we were 

awarded the coveted Trip Advisors Travellers’ 

Choice Awards which also placed us in the 

GRAND PACIFIC HOTEL  
“THE PRIDE OF SUVA, A SYMBOL OF FIJI 
AND AN ICON OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC” 
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Top 10 hotels of Fiji. Luxury Travel Guide named us 

‘elegant luxury hotel of the year, Fiji’ and we have just 

been advised that we won a World Luxury Hotel Award.” 

Referred to affectionately as “GPH,” the hotel has 

a range of dining options. Na Toba pool bar is popular 

for its sunset harbour views, while Levuka restaurant 

offers a range of local and international cuisines for 

breakfast, lunch and dinner, all of which can be enjoyed 

al fresco on the broad terrace patio. The Prince Albert 

restaurant, located within the Heritage Building, is a 

popular alternate dinner venue to celebrate that special 

occasion with a recently introduced “Taste of the South 

Pacific” menu.  

The Steamship Bar opens late every night while 

the Victoria Lounge is the venue for complimentary 

breakfast and sundowner cocktails for guests staying in 

the heritage building and the Club Rooms. Every Sunday, 

the lounge and balcony is the venue for our very popular 

Grand High Tea, which has become a delightful Suva 

institution.  

As well as 24-hour room service, the GPH boasts a 

spa, gymnasium, lap pool, business centre and tour desk. 

The Grand Pacific Hotel has become renowned as 

one of the major conference venues in the South Pacific. 

With a choice of seven function rooms, the hotel can 

accommodate up to 600 people, combining historic 

grandeur with exquisite service, creating the setting 

for international congresses, conferences, meetings, 

product launches, events, weddings and celebrations. 

The hotel has a host of features that are distinctive, if 

not unique, not only in Suva but also within the broader 

Pacific region. Foremost amongst these is the Heritage 

Building. Its distinctive architecture and rich history make 

the GPH one of a very few hotels, certainly in the southern 

hemisphere, where guests and the local community can 

enjoy a very special experience. The history of the hotel 

is prominently promoted pictorially in the photographic 

display that is a feature of the Heritage Building. It is 

also detailed in the hotel’s specially commissioned 

memorabilia cabinet, on its website and in a dedicated 

commemorative book. 

“We are committed to increase our usage of local 

food produce, thus reducing the carbon footprint of 

importing produce from abroad, whilst at the same time 

benefiting the local community,” said Gee. 

“This is not the easiest road to travel and progress 

can be slow, but we are determined to succeed and over 

the last 18 months we participated in a pilot programme, 

‘Inspiring Fijian Cuisines in Hotels and Resorts’ that was 

conducted by Market Development Facility, a multi-
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country private sector development programme funded 

by the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade. 

“We have also been actively working with emerging 

local food co-operatives such as the Koronivia Participant 

Guarantee System and the World Wildlife Fund 

sustainable fishing project and currently approximately 

70 percent of the fresh produce that we use is locally 

produced, with this figure well up on last year and 

steadily increasing.”  

Gee said the hotel values its relationship with the 

community and so respects all aspects of Fijian culture.  

“This is reflected in many small ways, including the 

coconut water that we offer guests on arrival (‘the fruit 

of our culture and the essence of our life’), to our sunset 

ceremony as we light the torches to the beat of the Lali 

drum. 

“We are committed to researching, preserving and 

telling the story of the hotel as this not only connects 

with Suva and its people for over a century, but indeed 

reflects the history of the city from its earliest days as 

few other business do and we are very mindful of the 

custodian role that we play in this.” 

Gee believes the GPH is the only hotel in the world to 

feature on a national bank note.  

Fiji’s moment of rugby euphoria celebrated 
at GPH 

When the Fiji 7s team won the country’s first gold 

medal at the Rio Olympics in 2016, the team travelled 

straight from Nausori Airport to the GPH where they 

celebrated from the same rooftop balcony where Queen 

Elizabeth waved to cheering Fijians in 1953. 

The queen visited three times, the first being in 1953 

when Fijians paddled traditional canoes (camakau) into 

Suva Harbour to meet the royal yacht, Britannia.  

The Queen Elizabeth Suite, named to commemorate 

her visit, faces Victoria Parade, with a massive, private 

balcony that juts out over the entrance – perfect for a 

beautiful, young queen and a victorious rugby team to 

wave to their rapturous audiences. 
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